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A STUDY of university

 Students’ attitudes to maths
and science should ring alarm

bells for the country’s future,
says Universities Australia.

Less than half the first-year
students surveyed nationwide,
including the University of
Tasmaria, fully agreed that
Sclence was critical to main-
taining Australia’s way of life,

The study revealed a ETow-
ing lack of appreciation of the
relevance and career potential
of science, technology, engin-
eering and maths,

The Universities Austra]ia
report found students were
often i

en disillusioned and said
their teachers’ lack of enithusi.

asm affected thejr owm Interest.

“This trend should be setting
off alarm bells as it posés a risk
to Awustralia’s future as an
innovative nation and an in-
ternational leader in re-
search,” chief executive Glenm
Withers said, - -

“With the Government re-
viewing the funding and qual-
ity of higher education teach-
ing, we have an opportunity to
radically rethink the way we
teach science and maths in our

schools to ensure commence-
ment rates increase.”

One student with no shortage
of enthusiasm is Alice Herbert,

tudent survey sh

13, of Geilston Bay. She is in her
second year of a Bachelor of
Science and wants to follow
that with a Masters in teaching,

ThlS year I'm do;'ng oper-
ational research, which is ex-
Hing, and second-year calen-

Ius and data and statistics,” Ms
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Herbert said.

“There are so many different
branches of science, With
maths alone, I am ch(_)osing
two out of 24 maths subjects.”

Among survey resulis, more

than 40 per cent did not feel

encouraged by their high
school teachers to do well n
maths and science; one in
three were influenced by past
teachers in their university
cheices; and one in five SCI-

e

ence, technology, engineering
or maths students helieved the

“nerd” stereotype in seience,
The study comes as Tas

mania grapples with a lack of
qualified maths and science
teachers.




